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Suvedeet American Medicsl Association's Stand on Cigarette
Smoking=Inng Cancer Controyersy.

Dr, Hasg informed the undersigned in telephone conversation yesterdsy that «
proposal was made to the Americen Medical Associatlon that it formmlate s
national policy on the’emoking and health problem {see attached correspondence,
copies of which Dr. Hasg sent over for our perusal in & personal communieation
to mes This materlal has not been logged). This matter was brought to the
attention of the AMA Council on Drugs which was in session last weeck in Chiocago
and at which Dr. Haag was in attendance, A list of the names.and addresses

of the council members is also sppended. '

The Board of Trustees of the AMA were desirous that the eocuncil express an
opinion by resolution so that the Board, which was also in seaslon, could
take formsl and immediste action. Dr, Haag, after revesling that he and his
asgoclates had reviewed thousands of mrticles on the ‘subject, stated they
stil)l felt that there was insufficient evidence 4o support a statement that
encking causes lung cancer or heart disease. ~Both'Dr, Goodman snd Dr. Seevers
expressed the same view, : .

Dr. Starr reported that a similar decision-had been made st & meeting of the
council of American heart speclalists although he himself believes that there
is a relation between smoking and both heart disepse and lung cencer.

A letter was produced from the f£iles, written to Dr, Moody after he had made
a similar proposal about a year ago. The letter was phrased in such a manner
as to indicate that insuffleient evidence was avajilable for the Amerlean
Medical Association to take any stand, All of the ¢ouncil then voted that
this situation had not changed and the drafting of & similar letter would be
the council'e recommendation, :

This situstion reenforces Dr. Haag's opinlon that we obtain & well kmown and
recognized inflvential physician to replace him at hie retiremsnt since
Harvey's presence on the,council probsbly was the mest importent facter in
preventing any action by the AMA., Also, becaunze of his pogition, he becomes
privy to information which would not accrue to a dostor of lesser renown.

ESHshe 4%—

Attachments




	page 1

