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- CHICAGO - A move lo force the American
Medical Association immediately fo state itz
position on whether there are heallh bazerds in
smoklng was defeated nt the AMA’z .annual
meeting here, But the nation’s largest medical
body promiscd a rcport ¢on the subject in a year
oY so.

The House of Delepaies, xu‘lmg body of the
AMA, rejected B resclulion that ‘would have
commifled "il 1o issue & public slatemcnt on
smoking hazards,

The .delegules approved a mpart anngune-
ing that the AMA’s Councll on Drugs will
underfake a major study of tobaceo and healih,
The Aszociation hasn't taken a clear-cut posi-
tign in the-controversy over the effectg of smok-
ing. The Brilish Roye) College of Physicians
racently asseried the preponderance pl evi-
dence implicates eigarels w8 a calse of hng
cancer and other disorders, . .

‘At a press contercnee, Dr. William
8pring, secretary 1o 1ke Council on Drugs,
promised & preliminary report from ihe new
study within & year, He said the council feli in
past yearg that the evidence wasnt slrong
enough to warranl a thorough smokihg study.
He added that ‘'néw pressures"-for auch a
sludy were behind the decision to underlake
it. Among them, he sald, was £ request by Ben,
Neuwberger (D, Ore,,} that the AMA. teke Jip
1he tobaceo’ ql.lehl.lun “Its lime lo slu.nd up and
ke counted,” v, Bpring yemarked,

Xo Original Kescarch -

Dr, Bpring said the study group mll include
only scientists. He =aid the AMA_will attempt
1o select only men who aren't(committed to
~#dlher side of the ednlroversy -over whether to-
waceo Jeads Lo Jung emncer, hcarl discasc and
frelated ailments. The committée won't perform
original research, but instéad witl “analy_ya and
feritique™  research Jalready) performed,  Di.
S_fn Ing sald,

Binee the AMA represents about 388,000 of

,Ci ;ga,rét-Héalrh Issue;

Promises Roporl on Sub]ut, in Year or So \

ihe nation's 260,000 physicians and hag been!
traditionally conservative Jn riaking pronounce.,

méniE gn public healik, ¢1,1- cupecled thal s
smioking study wilt have a 177 0 impdet onlbe
toboeeo. industty  ahd  Uiovermnionl L pAdgy
toward smoking, In Great Britadn, 1ot poit
of physielans. has Jed to Iatensifled<govern-
ment efferls to curb smoking.

The U.5, Punlic Health Seivice annotmced
earlier thls month thet il plans M5 own “com-
prehensive review' of The smoking-and-cancer
controversy. Sargecn (General Terry said he
will appeinl “an experl advisory ecmmillee"
‘to study and evaluate thevevidence collected
ubout the effects of smolling, And “make what-
ever recommcndations may. be appropriate.”

Member Discipline Action

In pnothex action. the House of Delegatcs
approved a chahge in AMA bylaws that will
glve thé natlonal assoclation new authority-ic,
discipling membgrs, The change allows the.
AMA to initiafe.aclion sgeinsl any -member
chaiged with vmtatlons of ethirg if It recelves .
permigsion from the state medical gociety -in-!
volved or is inviled to invcﬁlgnle & member -
hy Ahe stete socidty, The AMA '€ould censuve, !
suspend or withdraw membersfitfin such cases, |
Currcnlly, the-AMA acts onlv.vn: an appeal:
courd afier . disciplinary aclfrm W siate awlI
lgeal medical bodies.

Today the House of Del-paldi 111 Wm(l up

its meeling by eonsidering t-=;11 b+ on Fed-
eral medical cere plane. A cinun'll e of the -
house refuscd to support & pl&n';urging' “pon-
pariicipation” of AMA doclors i 'Lh: Tiennedy - ;
backed proposal to finance modin_a‘, e for 1
eged through sotlal mecuril:. i . proposal,
the - King- -Anderson Dill, is o unlly in Clon-
gress,
The full House ol‘ pelegales fe jl(}(teﬂ to
endorse ils committee’s action.: 'Phe mmmluec
reaffirmed opposition (o the King-Anderson Bill,
but chose to leave it to {ndividual physiclans,
to" select thelr own method of opposliion
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